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Preface

The Nordic Concrete Federation was founded in the 1950s as an example of the new-
awakened interest in scientific and technical co-operations between the five countries 
in the northern Europe, i.e., Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Finland. The most 
substantial examples of the co-operation are the semi-annual scientific journal Nordic 
Concrete Research (NCR) and the series of research symposia. The five countries are 
organizing a research symposium every third year since 1953 according to a specific 
schedule. The XXth Symposium on Nordic Concrete Research & Development is the 
fifth one organized in Sweden and receives the relay-race baton from Norway and 
Sandefjord.

The current proceedings contain 90 summaries of oral or poster presentations that will 
be presented in Bålsta 45 km northwest of Stockholm. They are organized in the same 
order as the Symposium and cover the following themes:

Admixtures & Aggregates•	
Effects of Restraint & Structural Applications•	
Durability•	
Load-carrying Capacity•	
Durable Structures•	
Assessment, Service Life, Repair & Strengthening•	
Binders•	
Future Perspectives towards the Development of Concrete Technologies•	
Aesthetics & Environment•	
Production Technology•	
Fresh Concrete & Hard Concrete Properties•	
Numerical Methods•	

The proceedings also cover some of the papers presented at the Industrial Day, Poster 
Session, and the joint SVR-JSCE seminar all arranged as parts of the Symposium. 
All contributions have been reviewed by the Scientific Committee. The proceedings 
constitute the first issue of NCR in 2008 (NCR 1/2008). For more information of NCR 
and the Nordic Concrete Federation, please, see www.nordicconcrete.org. 

I wish to thank Mr. P. Hult, Mr. Chr. Olsson, and Ms. A.-Th. Söderquist of the Organizing 
Committee, the members of the Scientific Committee, American Concrete Institute 
(ACI), Swedish Society of Civil and Structural Engineers (SVR), Japan Society of 
Civil Engineers (JSCE), the authors and speakers, and the exhibitors for providing the 
requirements for a successful Symposium.

Stockholm in May 2008

Johan Silfwerbrand
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